
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH414 January 23, 2008 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks on H.R. 3959 and to in-
sert extraneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution 
(H. Res. 916) honoring the contributions 
of Catholic schools. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 916 
Whereas America’s Catholic schools are 

internationally acclaimed for their academic 
excellence, but provide students more than a 
superior scholastic education; 

Whereas Catholic schools ensure a broad, 
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual, 
physical, and social values in America’s 
young people; 

Whereas the total Catholic school student 
enrollment for the 2006–2007 academic year 
was more than 2,300,000 and the student- 
teacher ratio was 15 to 1; 

Whereas Catholic schools teach a diverse 
group of students; 

Whereas more than 25 percent of school 
children enrolled in Catholic schools are 
from minority backgrounds, and nearly 14 
percent are non-Catholics; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
strongly dedicated to their faith, values, 
families, and communities by providing an 
intellectually stimulating environment rich 
in spiritual, character, and moral develop-
ment; 

Whereas the Catholic high school gradua-
tion rate is 99 percent, with 80 percent of 
graduates attending four-year colleges and 17 
percent attending two-year colleges or tech-
nical schools; 

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated: ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by 
which the Church fulfills its commitment to 
the dignity of the person and building of 
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore, 
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual 
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the 
many communities in which he lives.’’; and 

Whereas January 27 to February 2, 2008, 
has been designated as Catholic Schools 
Week by the National Catholic Educational 
Association and the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals of Catholic Schools 
Week, an event co-sponsored by the National 
Catholic Educational Association and the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and established to recognize the 
vital contributions of America’s thousands 
of Catholic elementary and secondary 
schools; and 

(2) congratulates Catholic schools, stu-
dents, parents, and teachers across the Na-
tion for their ongoing contributions to edu-
cation, and for the key role they play in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for this Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ) and 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. KEL-
LER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that all Members have 5 legis-
lative days to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased at 
this time to yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. LIPINSKI), the author of this 
bill. 

Mr. LIPINSKI. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H. Res. 916, honoring the tremendous 
contributions that Catholic schools 
have made to our Nation. 

Since 1974, Catholic Schools Week 
has celebrated the important role that 
these institutions play in America and 
their excellent reputation for providing 
a strong academic and moral edu-
cation, as well as teaching community 
responsibility and outreach. 

I am proud to sponsor this resolution 
again. And I would like to thank the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
FOSSELLA) for once again working with 
me on this resolution. 

This year’s theme of Catholic 
Schools Week is ‘‘Catholic Schools 
Light the Way.’’ This theme focuses on 
the leadership that Catholic schools 
provide to our Nation, producing grad-
uates who light the way for a brighter 
future for all Americans and for hu-
mankind. The theme also highlights 
the spiritual foundation of Catholic 
schools by reminding students that 
they are called to ‘‘light the way’’ for 
others. 

Nationally, about 2.3 million young 
people are enrolled in nearly 8,000 
Catholic schools. These schools have 
more than 160,000 full-time professional 
staff, boasting a student/teacher ratio 
of 15:1. On average Catholic school stu-
dents surpass other students in math, 
science, and reading in the three grade 
levels tested by the NAEP test. The 
graduation rate for Catholic high 
school students is 99 percent, and 97 
percent of Catholic high school grad-
uates go on to college or technical 
schools. These are amazing statistics 
in America today. 

Catholic schools are also highly ef-
fective in educating minority students 
and disadvantaged youth. The percent-
age of minority students in Catholic 
schools has more than doubled in the 
past 30 years, today representing more 

than one-quarter of all those enrolled. 
And almost one in seven students in 
Catholic schools is not Catholic. The 
success of Catholic schools does not de-
pend on selectivity. On average Catho-
lic schools accept nine out of every 10 
students who apply. 

In addition to learning reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic, students also learn 
responsibility and how to become per-
sons of character and integrity. Com-
munity service is a priority in Catholic 
schools; 94 percent of schools have a 
service program, with the average stu-
dent completing 79 hours of service. 

I was born, raised, and I live in Chi-
cago Archdiocese, which has one of the 
most successful school systems in the 
country. Today more than 106,000 stu-
dents attend 276 schools. In my district 
alone, there are five Catholic high 
schools and 34 grammar schools, in-
cluding one of the best in my home 
parish of St. John of the Cross in West-
ern Springs. 

My wife and I are each products of 12 
years of Catholic education. My wife in 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, at St. Pat-
rick’s Grade School and Bishop 
McCourt High School; and myself at 
St. Symphorosa Grammar School and 
St. Ignatius College Prep. Like so 
many others, I understand how impor-
tant Catholic schools are in providing a 
spiritual, moral, and intellectual foun-
dation. My 12 years of Catholic edu-
cation provided me with the knowl-
edge, discipline, desire to serve, and a 
love of learning that enabled me to go 
on to earn my Ph.D. and become a 
teacher before I was elected to Con-
gress. 

As we recognize Catholic Schools 
Week, we must pay special tribute to 
the dedicated teachers and administra-
tors who sacrifice so much, usually 
getting paid much less than they could 
to dedicate their lives to teaching at 
Catholic schools. I have fond memories 
of my teachers, who taught me not 
only the value of a good education but 
also the values of faith and service. Al-
though I began in Catholic schools 35 
years ago, I still can fondly remember 
my teachers at St. Sym’s, from Sister 
Mildred in the first grade to Sister Xa-
vier in the eighth grade. And I still 
fondly remember Sister Diane, my 
coach on the Student Congress Team in 
high school. Millions of Americans 
have similar memories of sisters, 
priests, and lay teachers who gave 
their hearts and souls and made such a 
big difference in the lives of their stu-
dents. 

Mr. Speaker, Catholic schools have 
made a big difference in my life and in 
the lives of countless others. As an im-
portant complement to public schools 
and other private institutions, Catholic 
schools contribute a great deal to 
America. And let us not forget that 
every student who is taught in a Catho-
lic school saves taxpayers money be-
cause they are not part of the local 
public school system. 
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